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WELCOME TO ROLLING THUNDER 

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to welcome the veterans from 
Rolling Thunder to Washington for 
their Memorial Day events. Veterans 
like Gus Dante of Branchburg, New 
Jersey, serve on Rolling Thunder’s na-
tional board, and every year he and 
others help organize events here in 
Washington to commemorate those 
brave Americans lost in war. 

For 30 years, Rolling Thunder’s 
voices and motorcycles have been roar-
ing in Washington, and lawmakers and 
the new administration are listening. 
Veterans’ issues are front and center in 
the Halls of Congress, and Secretary 
Shulkin is reforming the Veterans Ad-
ministration to restore the trust Roll-
ing Thunder and all veterans demand. 

We must keep up the fight for the 
rights and benefits veterans have 
earned in the service to the Nation. I 
am proud to join with Rolling Thunder 
in introducing two important meas-
ures: legislation to end the 40-mile rule 
for private care through the VA and 
legislation to display the POW/MIA 
flag on Federal properties. 

Mr. Speaker, on this commemorative 
Memorial Day weekend, let us all re-
call those who answered the call of 
service, especially those who did not 
return home. 
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PRESIDENT TRUMP’S BUDGET 

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, the 
Trump budget is a disaster for the very 
people who the President claims he 
wants to assist. It is reckless, rep-
rehensible, and regressive. 

The Trump budget balances itself on 
the backs of working families, middle 
class folks, senior citizens, the poor, 
the sick, the afflicted, and rural Amer-
ica. The Trump budget fails to invest 
in education and job training, it fails 
to invest in transportation and infra-
structure, and it fails to invest in re-
search and development. Instead, the 
Trump budget would cut Head Start, 
cut Medicaid, cut assistance to nursing 
homes, and it even cuts Meals on 
Wheels. 

This is all being done simply to pay 
for tax cuts for the wealthy and the 
well-off—lifestyles of the rich and 
shameless. The Trump budget is a dis-
aster, and we are going to do every-
thing possible to vote it down. 
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PROTECTING YOUNG VICTIMS 
FROM SEXUAL ABUSE ACT OF 2017 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill, 
H.R. 1973. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LANCE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 352 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1973. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from Maine (Mr. POLIQUIN) to preside 
over the Committee of the Whole. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1973) to 
prevent the sexual abuse of minors and 
amateur athletes by requiring the 
prompt reporting of sexual abuse to 
law enforcement authorities, and for 
other purposes, with Mr. POLIQUIN in 
the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read for the first 
time. 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
GOODLATTE) and the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chair, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Today, we are able to continue our 
efforts in protecting children by pass-
ing legislation to protect young ath-
letes from abuse. The country was 
shocked at the revelations in recent 
years concerning the ongoing abuse en-
dured by young athletes at the hands of 
their coaches and trainers in USA 
Gymnastics and USA Swimming. These 
children were betrayed by people they 
trusted, by people they looked up to, 
and by people who had a duty to pro-
tect them. 

That is why I am pleased to be on the 
floor here today in support of the Pro-
tecting Young Victims from Sexual 
Abuse Act. This bill imposes a require-
ment to report child abuse for those 
authorized by U.S. sport national gov-
erning bodies, such as USA Gymnastics 
and USA Swimming, to work with 
minor athletes or members of these 
governing bodies. 

As is the case with existing Federal 
mandatory reporting requirements, 
these individuals will be required to 
make a prompt report to law enforce-
ment when they learn of facts that give 
reason to suspect that a child has suf-
fered an incident of child abuse. This 
provision will ensure that the malfea-
sance on the part of national governing 
bodies, like USA Gymnastics, in failing 
to report allegations of abuse to law 
enforcement, never occurs again. 

The bill further strengthens existing 
civil remedies for victims of sexual 
abuse who wish to seek civil damages 
from their abusers. The bill clarifies 
that once a victim has established a 

harm occurred, the court will presume 
damages of $150,000. It relaxes the stat-
ute of limitations for victims. The 10- 
year period will now begin when the 
victim reasonably discovers the viola-
tion or harm, not when it accrues. It 
also extends the statute of limitations 
to 10 years after a legal disability is 
lifted. In other words, minors who are 
victims will have 10 years from the 
time they reach adulthood to file. 

Finally, the bill expands the author-
ity of the national governing bodies to 
develop practices, policies, and proce-
dures to prevent sexual abuse, and 
clarifies the duties of the bodies in de-
veloping these practices. 

Sports have always been a central as-
pect of American life. Sports teach our 
children about focus, teamwork, and 
leadership, and we should encourage 
our children to participate, to be a part 
of healthy competition; but, in doing 
so, we need to assure we keep these 
competitive atmospheres safe. 

I am pleased to see that the U.S. 
Olympic Committee has helped to es-
tablish a new organization called the 
Center for Safe Sport, to prevent and 
respond to emotional, physical, and 
sexual abuse of young athletes. 

I want to commend the gentlewoman 
from Indiana (Mrs. BROOKS) for intro-
ducing this important legislation, and I 
urge my colleagues to support it. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chair, I rise in support of H.R. 
1973, the Protecting Young Victims 
from Sexual Abuse Act, for several rea-
sons. 

Most importantly, this is a reason-
able bill and is intended to help protect 
young athletes from abuse and preserve 
the sanctity of sports associated with 
the U.S. Olympic Committee, the orga-
nization responsible for preparing and 
training young athletes who might one 
day represent their country competi-
tively all over the world. 

Children deserve to fully enjoy the 
innocence of their youth—by exploring 
the curiosities of the world, taking 
pleasure in the arts, and participating 
in sports—free from hurt, harm, or 
danger. 

Involvement in sports, and instruc-
tion and guidance from adult coaches, 
can positively influence a young per-
son’s growth and development, as well 
as his or her potential for future suc-
cess into adulthood. 

The sexual abuse of children and 
youth is intolerable in any text, and we 
must take appropriate measures to 
eliminate it from youth sports. Such 
exploitation betrays and harms young 
people, sometimes severely and irrep-
arably. 

Young people look to adults to pro-
tect them and keep them safe. We all 
have a responsibility to do so. 

With H.R. 1973, we have an oppor-
tunity to ensure that individuals abide 
by this duty. Existing Federal law re-
quires certain professionals, such as 
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